July 28, 2007 NPS Liaison Workgroup Meeting Minutes

Welcome – Glenn Rider, Division of Watershed Protection

* Meeting attendees introduced themselves.  

* The NPS Management Program Update is currently at the EPA Region III NPS program for review.  

* October 2006 meeting minutes were mentioned for opportunity to review, comment, and revisions.

EPA Region III Update – Fred Suffian, Steve Donohue, NPS Program

* Pa. Restoration Activities were part of the Region III workshop held in Maryland in May.

* Success Stories – These are very important to the NPS Program.

* National Watershed Restoration Goals – 

        Goals are 250 water bodies restored by 2008, 700 water bodies restored by 2012.

        To date, 38 water bodies are documented as FULLY restored.

        To date, 15 water bodies are documented as showing improvement.

        Six of these are in Region III and two are in Pennsylvania.

* The FY2007 budget is a big CHALLENGE.  The Section 319 NPS budget has dipped to < 200 million.  This past week, Congress restored the budget to $204 million.  Some carry-over funding has restored FY2006 budget cuts.

* National Academy of Public Administration recent report on Chesapeake Bay:  What are needs with the NPS program?  It is far under-funded.  Approximately 40,000 waters nationally are NPS-impaired.  New partnerships and innovative approaches are needed.  EPA is working with states to address this.  Need broader, wholesale approaches.

* Steve Donohue mentioned EPA Region III is reviewing the NPS Management Program now; Pa. is doing a good job with the GRTS database; the Stormwater BMP Manual is an accomplishment.

Growing Greener Update – Jackie Linclon, DEP Grants Center

* The GG I Environmental Stewardship Fund includes a 37.4 % share for the DEP.  A lot of programs are funded with GG I monies.  

* The GG II Bond Initiative includes a $230 million DEP allocation.  This supports Brownfields, Oil & Gas Management projects.  

* In 2006, $8.1 million in GG I, and $13.2 million in GG II was awarded.

* The 2007 GG Grant Round closed in April 2007.

* The 2008 GG Grant Round will include a new guidance document.   It will be on the Grants Center website.  There will be more requirements needed after the grant award.

* With the GG II legislation County Environmental Initiative, there are 229 projects designated to fund for a total of $27 million total out of DEP’s $230 million allocation.

* DEP has funded a total of 198 GG II projects for $87 million.

* GG II Agriculture and Stormwater management BMP eligibility:  Only for construction, must last minimum of 20 years.  Worked with NRCS on agriculture BMP determinations, DEP Stormwater management program for SWM BMPs.  Information is available on http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/growinggreener/site/default.asp.

SMCRA Title IV Reauthorization – Bruce Golden, WPCAMR

* In December 2006 amendments to SMCRA were approved.  (see handout)  Title V is for active mining; Title IV is for abandoned mining problems.  Funding is derived from coal mined, and goes into the Abandoned Mine Reclamation fund.  

* The formula has been adjusted so the Pa. gets a fairer share of the pot.  Starting in 2008 Pa. is to receive $25-30 million/year.  The amount will increase over several years.  In 10 years, the amount will be $100 million annually.  From 2008-2022, Pa. is estimated to receive $1.4 billion.  This is still not enough, but is the best opportunity for AMR funding in a long time.

* At this time, approximately $1.5 billion is in the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund.  Starting in 2023 it is to be distributed to states with AMR problems, for another 4-5 years.  Eligible projects: Priority I – Extreme Danger, and Priority II – Health and Safety have both been funded.  Priority III – includes AMD.  

* AMD is the #1 NPS pollution source in Pa.  AMD has not been eligible to receive the main stream of funding.  Now through Title IV reauthorization, up to 30% can be set aside for AMD.  Also a new provision states that if a Priority III problem is “adjacent” to a Prioirity I or II past/present/future, it will be elevated to a Priority II and be eligible for the main stream of funding.  “Adjacent” needs to be defined.

* Drinking water supplies are also eligible; supplies that are adversely affected by AMD prior to 1977.    Administration is also eligible, i.e. for BAMR in Pa. DEP.

* Certification for completion of Prioirty I and II health and safety problems is important; Pa. can continue to collect annual grants as long as Certification is delayed, until all funds are expended.

* SMCRA Title IV funds are approximately 3-4X above the current funding levels.  There will be a “ramp up” period.  The latest amendment is intended to be the last.   Funds will be directed to states that have not certified.  A state has the option annually to use from 0-30% to apply to AMD.  There is flexibility in use, but it must apply to AMD prevention or remediation.  Another possible use is for an O&M account to address Passive Treatment Systems in place now.  This has not been addressed very well to date.

* DEP Roundtables are being held.  A video entitled Mechanics of Title IV is available from Bruce Golden.  We will be able to accomplish a lot more in the long-run Pa.  Although the Fee/Ton of Coal mined will decrease by 20% over the years, overall the Reauthorization is very POSITIVE for Pa.

* Question & Answer:  Initial Rulemaking needs to be done by the next FFY.  Public input will be made through a Federal Register announcement.  O&M monitoring is important - will this be eligible? Monitoring will not be restricted in grant.  Will a delay of certification make it more challenging to obtain Priority I & II funding?  To learn more, see www.treatminewater.com or attend the 9th annual AMR conference in State College, July 19-20.  See also www.wpcamr.org. 

Reclaimed Abandoned Mine Land Inventory System (RAMLIS) – Mike Hewitt, Eastern Pa. Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation

* Mike has RAMLIS on CD.  He uses the ArcView application.  It comes in three different programs: ArcView, ArcReader (free from ESRI.com), and GoogleEarth.  

* Demonstration of system: RAMLIS shows detailed information in the mining areas.  Can access data through the PASDA website.  Very detailed site-specific data is available.  Zoom in to the area of interest.  Multiple databases are incorporated in RAMLIS.  Can bring up multiple features and click on to view specifics.

* Priority I, II problem areas are documented, can be highlighted.  Site history/comments are also included in the database.  Recommendations for Reclamation are included.  ‘Raster maps’ feature – aerial infrared images underlay mine info. This helps one to better view data; culm piles are viewable.

* PASDA includes reclaimed mine info.  Last updated as of 01/2007.  Only coal-mining operations; no non-coal included.  Data included is only part of the SMCRA Title IV program.

* Question & Answer:  What is scale for best viewing?  Depends on level of detail for desired data.  Accessibility to public?  It is on CD.  Active mining data is available on eFACTS.  Use Site_ID# and can then go to eFACTS.  EFACTS is an excellent resource for local use and to identify problems in a specific area.

Sediment Roundtable Update – Stacey Koch, Endless Mountains Resource Conservation and Development Council

* Stacey provided copies of the Executive Summary report for the Roundtable.  The focus is on the Northern Tier counties.  History of program – Concerns with flooding in Senator Roger Madigan’s district.  There are many partners.  Concerns and how to address them are being dealt with.  Many recommendations have resulted, including PennDOT bridge design criteria.

* The report will be available on www.dep.state.pa.us. See Northcentral / Community Involvement / Stream Bank Erosion.

* There are five focus areas in 2007 – Stormwater Management-more active implementation approach; Stream Channel Maintenance-stream maintenance education and outreach, incentive program; Emergency Management-put procedures in place before a flooding event; Fluvial Geomorphology-rigorous planning needed up-front, specific guidance for project applicants; Floodplain Management-accurate flooding maps needed.

* Question & Answer:  NRCS needs to be included in Emergency Mgmt. So they can better coordinate with FEMA and PEMA.  Permit handling is not consistent between DEP Regional Offices – needs improvement.  How were previous recommendations responded to?  Some follow-up has happened.  First set of recommendations - resulted in FGM coming to Pa., i.e. Bentley Creek Pilot Project.  Second set of recommendations – are starting to implement them now.  The full report includes meeting minutes and all discussion.

Legacy Sediment – Jeff Hartranft, DEP Bureau of Waterways Engineering

* A legacy sediment workgroup was formed in 02/2006 as part of the Pa. Trib. Strategy.  There is diverse participation including academic support.   See Ches. Bay on www.dep.state.pa.us.   The science behind this is very good.  Funding sources: DEP, Ches. Bay Comm., and Franklin & Marshall College.

* In 1840 there were (60,000+ mill dams in the U.S. with (6,000 in Pa.’s part of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Old mill dams were very common in southeastern Pa.  Mill dams that were constructed across a stream are a common bond in many areas that experience stream bank erosion and high stream banks.  Many examples can be found in the Conestoga River, Lancaster County.  However, mill dams are ubiquitous throughout the Commonwealth and the problem is not restricted to any one watershed, County, or other geographic area.

* Historical records are verified by actual site conditions.  Radiocarbon dating is used to date sediment to pre-settlement and post-settlement times.

* How to measure Volume of Sediment, Erosion Rates, and Nutrient Load Estimates?  These are challenging questions.  Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) is a remote sensing technique used to collect topographic data. The Pa. DCNR-Topograhic and Geological Survey is collecting LiDAR data and is scheduled to have complete State coverage by 2009.  A methodology has been developed to utilize LiDAR data for estimating the volume of legacy sediment stored in a watershed based upon bank height and valley fill surface.  The methodology utilizing LiDAR data will be useful for identifying and prioritizing sites.

* Question and Answer:  Is any effort being made in western Pa. to identify sediment problems?   Not as much effort is being made here as in the Chesapeake Bay basin.  Is the Pa. Fish and Boat Commission involved in this effort?  Yes.

Nonpoint Source Liaison Workgroup Comments

Water Quality Trading Primer – Charlie Abdalla, Penn State University Cooperative Extension

* Site specific Primer inserts are available for Pa., Va., and West Va.  A workshop is being planned with CREES.  Additional information is forthcoming.

The Nonpoint Source Liaison Workgroup meeting was adjourned at 2:30p.m.

